
The 24th internatiOnal dance sport champlonship “German open
ChampiOnship・ Or GOC for short, has just finished in Stuttgart
(Germany)From 17th t‖ 1 21st August more than 4500 dance couples
from 47 countries tOOk part in the compettiOns AH age groups Of
Amateur dancers frOm」 uven es,Juniors,Youths,Adults tO seniors I,
H and ‖l in standard and Latin, participated in the co mpetitions
ProfessiOnals in standard and Latin dances competed there as we‖
Participants in the a‖ cOmpet tiOns、″ere of a very high level of dance
skill 」udges in aH cOmpetit Ons were frOm difFerent countries and
they ν′ere divided intO difFerent teams for several competit ons As a

sate‖ ite of the  nain event, the European BOOgie Woogie
championship vvas also held

The fo‖ owing basic quest on shOuld be in the minds Of vis tors What

attracts the world.s dance community to stuttgart on GOC in such
great numbers?The root of an ansv7er cOuld be found in the histOry

of GOC Asis、 ve‖ knov′ n,the choreographer and dance cOach Harry
Korner frOm the German federal state Baden Vvurttenberg,ν √anted tO
organize in One place a dance cOmpettiOn for a‖  ages and ciass
groups, amateurs and even prOfessionals in standard and Latin
dances As a model. Harry Korner had in mind the BlackpoOI Dance
Festival in England, v′ hich has a very 10ng tradition ln 1 984, Harry
Korner put his idea tO the public, looking for help frOm a‖  relevant
factors Of the German Dance Associat on and fronn the biggest
German dance clubs ln the years that foHOwed Harry Korner,
together with his colmpanions,succeeded in preparatiOn Of the first

Cerman Open champiOnship, which was held in Mannheim in
September 1987 Mannheim is the second biggest city in the German
federal state of Baden wurtenberg t lies on the cOnfluence of tvv。

rivers,the Rhine and the Neckar Лヽannheinn was a fishermen's village
until the seventeenth century,when it became a c ty ThroughOut the

history. Иヽannheim has been also the home Of famous poets and
musicians frOm Germany and frOm abrOad  The frst dance
compet tion 、́′as held in the beautiful 卜Лannheinn Rosengarten( The
garden Of roses)Festha‖ ―the bui ding t・7hich ν′as the Old fest val ha‖
of the city ln the cOmpettiOns abOut 800 oouples, frOm difFerent
parts of Germany and from neighboring cOuntries,tOOk part in the

f rst Champlonship ltis very important tO point out that frOm the very

beginning the organizers put the accent On the cOmpetit ve side of

the dance and not On dance as a shOw The second dance
championships were held in the salne place butin」 une 1988

At the beginning Of the 199o's, new po itical changes enabled the
arr va1 0f a great number Of dancers from eastern European
countries sO that the number Of participants 、″as dOubled and the
duration Of the dance championship extended From that time, the
number of dancers that have taken part in the colmpettions has
constantly groν√n in 2001,atthe 15th GOC,the number Of dancers
from 49 oountries exceeded 2600 couples
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ln the year Of 2004,GOC moved tO a ne、 ″hOme in stuttgart Ku tur und
Kongresszentrum Liederha‖ e(Cu ture and COngress centre)because
of solme organizatiOnal prOblems in lvlannhei Stuttgart is the biggest

city in the Cerman federal state Baden wurttenberg lt v′ as given its
name after the stud farm (stuotgarten)(stout means a mare,and garten

means a garden)in one of the old German dialects ln Roman times that
place、″as known as cOndistat Today,the biggest c ty distr ct has the
name Bad Cannstatt stuttgart is v7e‖  knOν′n as the cty in v′ hich the
automob leヽ ″as invented and is sometimes ment Oned as..The cradle of
the automobile' Stuttgart is alsO kno、″n as the hOme of the famOus
automOb‖ e brand卜 Лercedes

ln comparison with A“annheinn Rosengarten, Stuttgart Ku tur und
Kongresszentrum Liederha‖ e is quite a new edifice ln the beginning
(the 1960's)th S Cultural centre was a cOncert ha‖ that was completely
refurbished in 1 991 and later became a mu tipurpose edifice After that.

the ed fice became a fev′ nev′ ha‖ s A‖ ofthem except One,vvere given
names after very famOus cerman musicians and phiOsOphers There
are Mozartsaal. Beethovensaal, Silchersaal, Hegeisaal and A te
Reitha‖ e which can a‖ be cOnverted into ba‖ rooms The Liederha‖ e has
a fevv ba‖ rOoms AH of them are different from each Other according tO

their shape, size. dlmensiOns of the dance f100r and position of the

audience Also,the ba‖ rOOms are s tuated On different levels sOme of
theln are in the basement whi e the others are at the first floor in spite

of that fact, a‖  rOOms and a‖  wOrking spaces are exce‖ ently
interconnected v′ith escalators, lifts, staircases and passages The
whole cOngress Centre looks ike a labyrinth. but the signs towards

restrOOms, dressing roOms Or ba‖ rOoms are quite clear and easily
visible At the check― in desk during the registrat on,couples are given
vvritten instructiOns in cerman and English,、 ″hich help dancers to find
dressing rOOms or ba‖ rOoms and tO avOid unpleasant situations

The vvor d dancers have fantastic opportun ties in the Congress Centre

The dance floOr in a‖  ba‖ rOO ns have exce‖ ent dancing quality, one
hotel is quite close to and inside the cOngress centre during the
Chatmpionship there is a huge fair se‖ ing dance equipment and diferent
tems which dancers need it cOuld be sald thatthe dancers have alllost

a‖ they need in One place Dressing rooms especia‖ y designed for
Seniors are unique if we cOmpare them w th the dressing rooms Of Other

dance champiOnships Beside the fu‖ size mirrOrs and enOugh hangers,
there are sma‖  cabinets suitable fOr making up Everything is very
clean and tidy These and a 10t Of Others vven integrated facilties,make

GOC in many aspects a unique place for dancing events Because Of
that,good dancers frOm a‖ 。ver the、 ″or d come to cOmpete for medals
or fOr the ranking on the lDSF scale in the best pOssible conditiOns

Because Of that, over the years the number of participants in the
compettiOns reached 5000 couples in the year Of 2007 and vvith sma‖

var ations reta ned almOst the same until the 24th GOC in the year of

201 0 Frankly,it could be said that is pleasantly vvorth and taking part

in the competit ons Ofthe German open champlonship

ドイツのシュトゥントガルトで開催された今年のジャーマン・オープンには、47カ 国

から4500組を超えるダンサーが参加しました。アマチュアのジュビナイル、ジュニ

ア、ユース、アタルト、シエア(IH Hl)の 他、プ回のスタンダードとラテン部Fヨが行

われ、様々な国から招聘されたジャッジ陣が審査にあたりました。参加者のレベ

ルはどの部門においても,卜常に高かったです。1寺男」イベントとしてヨーロッパ・ブ

ギウギ大会も行われました。なぜこの地にこんなに多くの参加者が? 大会を訪
れた人達はきっとそうした疑間を抱くことでしょう。その答えはこの大会の歴史に

あるかも知れません。

ダンスのコリオグラファーでコーチャーでもあったハリー・コーナーは(バーデン・ヴ

ュルテンベルク出身)、歴史あるブラックプールをモデルに、あらゆる年齢層のア

マチュアが参力口でき、かつ、プ回の部門もある大会が開ける場所を捜し、1987
年9月 、第1回のジャーマン・オープン選手権をマンハイムで開催するに至 |りまし

た。ラインリ|とネッカー川の合流地点にあるマンハイムは17世紀までは小さな漁

村でしたが、歴史を通じて常にドイツ内外の著名な詩人や音楽家の居住の地で

した。第1回大会は回―ズガーデンと呼ばれる古いホールで行われ、約800組が

参加しました。ここで特記すべきことは、この大会が、最初から競技に主眼が置

かれたショー的要素のないものだったことです。第2回は1988年に開催されまし

た。90年代に入ると政治的変化により東欧からの参加者が増えたことで倍増
し、2001年 第15回大会には49カ国から2600組の参加がありました。

組織上の問題で、マンハイムの拠点は2004年 に同州最大都市のシュトゥントガ
ルトのコングレス・センターに移されました。シュトゥントガルトは自動車が発明され

た地として、また、メルセデス・ベンツがあることでも知られています。因みに、この

地名は古いドイツの方言で「雌馬の庭」の意味です。60年代はコンサートホー

ルだったシュトゥットガルト会場は、91年に改修され、後に複合施設として生まれ

変わりました。この州のホールにはモーツアルト、ベートーベン、ジルヒャー、ヘー

ゲル等の音楽家や哲学者の名前が付けられており、ボールルームとしても使用

が可能です。その中の一つ、リートホールには幾つかのボールルームがあり、一

つ一つの大きさも、形状も、客席の位置も異なり、それぞれ別々の階上に置かれ

ています。力口えて、ホール内の移動がスムーズにできるよう機能的に設計されて

おり、一見、迷路のようでも迷うことはありません。

シュトゥットガルト会場のフ回アは素晴らしく踊りやすく、大会期間中にはダンス関

係の品々を扱うショップが数多く開かれるため、必要なものを全て揃えることがで

きます。控え室 (1ヨこシエア向け)は十分な大きさの鏡、不足ないハンガー、化粧

用の整理棚も用意されているため、不快な思いをすることはあ
'り

ません。そのた

め、世界中から優れたダンサーが数多く集まり、'07年には5000組を超え、その

後もほぼ同じレベルで推移しているのも頷けます。参加者の一人として一言感

想を述べるなら、ジャーマン・オープンは参加していて実に気持ちの良い大会で

す。(各部門の上位入賞者は右の英文記事をご参照下さい)
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