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plaining our situation, then he kindly
nt Certificates needed for us to get

e. But after having some more lessons, it

danced with me in our fist lesson, | remember | felt very
uncomfortab

Manabu: So, | asked her if he was good, and she replied
“Very”. So, when practicing together, | tried hard to
improve by continuously asking her if my dancing was

getting any closer to his.
Q: Well, I know people say, “A great male dancer always

Q: What was your impression of your first lessons in
Masako: Manabu had been my only partner and also only
my teacher before visiting England. So, when Bill Irvin
became more comfortable and | realized his greatness.
listens to his partner.”

England?
Masako: | don't know. (laughter!)

Q: So, your dancing passion naturally urged you to go to
- we

England?

Masako: Definitely. But everybody tried to stop us. They
said that we didn't need to go because we would be able
to stay as Champions in Japan for some time!

Manabu: No. That was not what we wanted. We were
simply eager to learn and absorb more about Ballroom
Dancing rather than being satisfied with the present. I'm
sure that any Ballroom dancer would want to go o
England, the home of modern ballroom dancing. It was a
very hard time for Japanese to go abroad. For example,
the US dollar exchange rate was about 300 yen, and
US$300 was the maximum we were allowed to bring with
us. However, a more difficult problem faced us

Champions two years later in 1962. It was a competition

judged by Mr. Alex Moore alone.

Championships, winners of the Polydor Grandprix in
1968, ISTD Trophy in 1969, Asian Pacific Champion-
ships in 1970, Finalists at the British Open and

others. Today, Manabu puts all of his efforts into child

dancers.
finished in 3rd place in the Modern section of the All

the All Nippon Championship in Modern, 5 times
continuous winners of the Latin section in the same
Manabu: At the age of 23 in 1957. Three years later, we
Nippon Championships when we were still ranked in the
B-class. The following year, when we were promoted to
A-class, in the same competition judged by Jack
McGregor, then one of the top dancers in England, we won
4th place. We heard other competitors saying, “Why did
they come in 3rd? So awkward!” | should say that their

Q: When did you become Professional?
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The aim of each class is to improve our members individually and give to all o

chance to enrich themselves. There are many methods to evolve and

improve ourselves through the learning of information and new
BOOKING: WWW.DANCEASFIRE.COM- INFO: INFO@DANCEASFIRE.COM

You don't know your own ability until you have to test it.
WORKASFIRE is the only one which combines learning and fun.
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techniques but we believe that the most effective way is learning

directly on the dance floor.
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