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An Interview of Victor and Anastasia

(By Anastasia and Victor)

Anastasia interviewing Victor

Q1. What do you think is the key to the
fast success of our new partnership?

Our partnership achieved a very quick
success this year at the UK Championships
after being together for only 2 months. That
sort of success can only have happened
with a sound, fundamental understanding
of how to dance and how to partner with
someone. | feel that both of us have a deep,
fundamental understanding of dancing and
how two bodies should fit together. This
basic fit that we have allows us to
essentially do anything that we want to
when we are dancing. However, having a
basic understanding of dancing and
partnering can only go so far. What | believe
is truly the key ingredient to our success is
our chemistry, our emotions, and our
feelings for each dance. | believe we both
share a similar chemistry and similar
feelings about the dancing that helped
make our partnership so successful. For
instance, we have a similar emotion and
passion for the Tango and at the same time
we both express the tranquility and
smoothness of Foxtrot with our bodies. We
have a basic understanding of the sad
mood of a Waltz as in contrast with the
lively, bubbly feeling of the Quickstep.
Sharing this common emotion and deep
feelings for each dance | think has made us
interesting to not only watch but to also feel
and enjoy.

Q2. When your ex-dance partner split
with you, you had the opportunity to have
many tryouts with many different
girls....Did you have any other tryouts?
What were your thoughts? And, why did
you contact me?

No. | didn't have any other tryouts and
when my ex-dance partner split with me |
only thought of one person...you! | did
have a few phone calls from other girls but
the only person that | really thought about
was you. First of all, as you know, we were
friends before we started dancing together.
You and | both lived in Los Angeles before
we started our partnership. So, of course,
with the close proximity it made the
transition from one partnership to the next
very easy. But, the main reason was that |
just knew how good you are as a female
dancer and | knew that if | didn’t dance with
you | wouldn’t be able to return the compe-
tition floor with full confidence and a full
desire to dance. | didn't think about
dancing with anyone else during my
previous partnership, but when all this
happened to me and so suddenly | just
knew that dancing with you would have
been my only chance to continue my career.
That's why | thought of only one person to
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contact...you!

Q3. As | noticed during the recent Asian
Tour, we had a lot of support from the
audience wherever we went. And, as |
know you are a big example for a lot of
dancers all over the world but especially
as a male, Asian dancer. What do you
think about this? Do you feel a sense of
responsibility?

Well, whenever you are in a position where
people look up to you and respect you for
whom you are and for what you can do it's
always a nice feeling. | do take this
“position” with a sense of responsibility and
a sense of respect towards everyone else.
Sometimes, | look at the junior, youth, and
amateur couples and | know they are
watching my dancing and what | do as a
guide for how they should shape their
dancing. So, of course, | take it with great
pride and a great sense of responsibility.
Whatever | do in my dancing and outside of
my dancing | do it with the upmost respect
for our business and for our industry. |
know that a lot of people are watching not
just me but also my colleagues with great
interest. | hope that | can be an admirable
role model for them as much as | had my
role models that | looked up to when | was
growing up. | think it's a wonderful thing to
be a male Asian dancer in the industry that |
am in because it is very unusual and it is
great to show people that if you put your
mind to it, if you work hard enough, and if
you have enough determination and
persistence you can do anything.

Q4. Mr. Fung...what would you do if you
would win the World Championship title
tomorrow?

| would celebrate!!ll It would be a goal that
would have taken me 23 years to reach! So,
of course | would find some time to
celebrate! But, then | would set a new goal
and try to achieve that with my dancing. |
would try and find new ways to expand my
dancing and discover new ways to develop
my dancing not just for myself but also for
the entire dance industry. | would find new
ways to do what I'm doing in my dancing
better than anyone has ever done in the
past. | would see if | could incorporate
outside influences to help make the dancing
more interesting and more creative. Most of
all...] would continue exploring and
developing!

Q5. You have such a busy schedule.
I'm sure a lot of people would be
interested in how you manage your
professional and personal life?

Well, | try and manage it in a smart way so |
find time to balance work and play. Of
course, sometimes when we are traveling
so much it is very easy to find myself only
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focusing on the professional side. Usually
all | need in my personal side is a nice
Starbucks!! Then, I'm good to go right back
to the dance studio to practice!!

Victor interviewing Anastasia

Q1. What were your first reactions,
thoughts, feelings, and emotions when |
first contacted you for a tryout? And,
what is it about me that made you say
yes?

My first reaction was to find the internet to
book my airline ticket to come to you as we
were in different places at that time! My first
thought was what practice dress | should
wear for our tryout! As far as my emotions,
| started smiling when you contacted me
and my smile didn’t go away for about 3
weeks! As you know, | knew you before
and | had an image of you as a very
dominant, powerful male dancer that
had the blackest tailsuit on the floor. |
always admired your dancing as much
as | wanted to beat you. But,
fortunately and unfortunately it
didn’t happen...so, as they say, if

you can't beat them, join them!

Q2. What are some of the
key differences between
our partnership that you
had or didn’t have with
your previous partner-
ships?

Well, this may sound funny
but I’'m sure a lot of other
female dancers will
understand me when | say
that you are the first
partner that | ever had
that actually listens to
me. So, this is the main
difference. Now, | have a
chance to say what | think
and what | feel which | never
had the opportunity to before. So,
now | really feel like we have a team
in our partnership. During our
practices | found out that we have the
same dancing goals, we have the same
approach to dancing, and the same
dancing values and having this helps make
our dancing partnership stronger.

Q3. How much has your life changed in
these four months? Are you happier and
in what way(s) has it changed?

How has my life changed in these four
months? Well, a lot of my clothes are no
longer in my closet but are in my suitcase!
That's firstl And, second I'm teaching a lot
of my students back home in Los Angeles
now through the email and text messages! |
am enjoying my life now more than ever
because I'm traveling, meeting new people,
experiencing new feelings, and most
importantly, I'm enjoying my dancing as |
feel now | have the right partner next to me
and | can improve my dancing and put it on
level where | can achieve all my goals and
dreams.

Q4. After the success of the UK
Championships, many people say you
are now considered one of the leading
lady dancers of our time. What can you
offer to the dance industry that other
lady dancers cannot? What sets you
apart from the others?

Well, thank you for this comment! It is a big
honor for me to be in this position now. |
think in our time people pay a lot of
attention to the shapes, lines, speed,
dynamics, and technique. All this is very
important but for me the first what inspires
me is the music. This comes from my music
background as | have an education in music
so | know where all this comes from. In
music, there is much more than just basic
rhythm. For me, music is the key for
creating magic in dancing. | think that my
musicality and understanding of music can
set me apart from the other lady dancers
and | would like to make the audience feel
the music the way that | feel it through my
dancing.

Q5. After the Asian Tour this year, you
spent more time in Japan than you ever
did before. What are your thoughts,
feelings, and impressions about Japan
and its people?

I've been in Japan before and | always look
forward to visiting Japan again. This Asian
tour gave me the opportunity to meet more
people, see more cities and, experience
more of the Japanese culture. | am very
impressed with how organized and honest
the Japanese people are. | feel that there is
always a very warm atmosphere in the
competitions because the audience is very
friendly and supportive to all the couples. |
should say that it is one of my favorite
places to dance as | always feel very
welcome from the audience and from the
people of Japan.
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