to raise her three children.
His mother, however, didn’t believe that dancing was not an
appropriate career for a man.
Hiro faced a lot of opposition to his intention to become a
dancer, but his strong determination won over those who
opposed his plans, and indeed his mother championed him a
great deal in the years that followed. Her words “If you do it at
all, be a champion” were a great source of motivation to him.
He gave his all to dancing, his performances improved steadily,
and he became an A class professional at the age of 24.
Several years later, he paired with Yoko who even though she
was a beginner with no competition experience, showed flashes
of brilliance. They practiced strenuously every day until 2 am
— and sometimes until dawn!— Their fierce determination to
always “be champions” motivated them to continue with their
rigorous practice regime.
There came a time when their impressive spate of improving
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clashing totally with their own style. They quickly realised that
they had to forget everything they had learned, go back to the
drawing board and start learning again from scratch.

People thought that they were crazy, but they practised all day,
every day from 5 a.m. The world latin champion at this time was
Alain Fletcher who, with his long legs ( which came up to Hiro’
s chest height ) was graceful and sophisticated in his dancing
style. Hiro, on the other hand, had a typical Japanese physique
and it was therefore impossible to beat Fletcher in competition.
During their 17 months stay in England, Hiro and Yoko had eyes
only for dancing and they ignored everything else England had
to offer. Their only desire was to be champions.

In 1975, Hiro and Yoko became the first Japanese couple to
win the Latin American title at the Japan Open Championships
and they came to prominence in Japan. They won a Latin title

in Germany in 7
dancers. Hiro |

y 7, becoming the world’s premier Japanese
lled a calf muscle a more ten days before
ue to over practice and on the day of the
o amplons ips, although pain free, he pulled the muscle again
during the preliminary round. He was left with a stark choice :
continue dancing on the day, even though it might effectively
end his dancing career prematurely, or withdraw from the
competition. He chose to dance and, shedding copious tears
at the thought of his career in tatters...and with Yoko’s support,
they went on to became champions —the first Japanese
champions! — and it was to be a triumphant day, “the best
day" for Hiro and Yoko.

1976 saw them finish third at the Blackpool dance festival in
the professional Latin section, their names imprinted on the
world’s most authoritative and historic dance festival. Sadly, no
other Japanese dancers have managed to surpass Hiro and
Yoko’s momentous achievements.

They Single-Mindedly pushed forward in their careers as
dancers and finally retired in 1982.
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